
WORLD TB DAY SEMINAR AT HAYATABAD MEDICAL COMPLEX, PESHAWAR 

TB Control Programme Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa commemorated World 
TB Day 2015 with zeal and fervor. An 
open house seminar was arranged at 
TB Control Programme, HMC on 24th 
March 2015. The purpose of this open 
house seminar was to educate all 
health care providers, departments, 
medical units and academic faculties of 
Hayatabad Medical complex on core 
functions and services of TB Control 
programme in order to  strengthen 
referral linkages and to exploit the 
available diagnostic services to its 

optimal potential. Prof. Dr. Mumtaz Ali 
Marwat (Chief Executive- HMC) was 
chief guest on this occasion.  
The Project Director (Dr. Ubaid 
Hussain) welcomed all participants to 
the seminar and presented an 
overview of the project. He also 
introduced the latest equipments and 
techniques of diagnosing TB/MDR. 
While briefing the gathering, he 
informed that an estimated 60000 new 
TB cases occur in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
every year and since its inception in 
2002, the programme has registered 
and successfully treated approximately 
374365 patients.  
Dr. Aamir Rafique (Provincial 
Technical Officer) shared a 
presentation on the introduction of TB 
“ TB Kya Hai” which was warmly 
attended by all participants.  
Dr. Sajid Ali (Microbiologist, TB 

Reference laboratory) gave an 

orientation to the diagnostic facilities 

at TB Reference Laboratory. He 

informed the gathering that 

Florescence Microscopy (LED) is 

introduced and installed at district 



level intermediate labs in the 

province to diagnose TB. 2nd line 

Drug Susceptibility Test (DST) has 

started for the first time in Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa and External Quality 

Assurance (EQA) of 2nd line DST is 

conducted in PTRL. Lab software is 

functionalized for the first time in 

PTRL. Provincial TB Reference 

Laboratory provides Acid Fast 

Bacillus Diagnostic Sensitivity 

Testing (AFB DST) & cultures. 

GeneXpert machines are installed 

for diagnosing MDR-TB at 8 

districts of the province. The Xpert 

MTB/RIF assay can detect both TB 

and resistance to Rifampicin in two 

hours.   

Prof. Dr. Mumtaz Ali Marwat (Chief 

Executive- HMC), in his speech, 

applauded the programme’s effort 

in organizing such an informative 

seminar and highlighting the 

importance of this day. He 

appreciated the role of PTRL in 

providing state of the art diagnostic 

facilities free of cost. He stressed 

the need to enhance awareness 

among all health care providers at 

all tertiary care hospitals in Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa about the functions 

of BSL-II and BSL-III labs.   

Towards the end of the event, Dr. 

Mazhar Iqbal (Team Leader-Epos 

Health Management/KFW) thanked 

all participants and the chief guest 

for their presence and making this 

event a success.  

 



Awareness stalls were open to 

participants of the seminar for the 

whole day which included IEC 

(Information, Education and 

Communication) material, 

laboratory equipments and TB 

drugs. Health care providers took 

keen interest in display stalls.   

 

 

 


